Store extra
paper towels and
bulk items on a high
shelf, along with
specialty or
seldom-used products
like silver polish.

Transform your
utility closet into a
lean, mean, home
maintenance
machine. Plus
superstar sprays,
scrubbers,

mops and more.

BY LESLEY PORCELLI

= Mount a snap-lock
grips organizer on the
back of the door
to corral long-handled
tools like brooms
and mops.

>> Pare down supplies and
products, tossing near-empty
bottles and discarding
duplicates.

Stash rags

and Sponges in >> “The closet should be for
their own

holders so they :
can dry between supplies only, not a catchall

uses. for canned goods or other
miscellaneous items,” says
organizing expert Linda
Rothschild, founder of Cross
It Off Your List.

cleaning and household

>> “First figure out where to
put the vacuum, because it’s
the biggest tool,” suggests
Barbara Reich, author of
Secrets of an Organized Mom.

>> “If you're starting from
scratch, have an electrical
outlet installed in the closet,”
recommends Rothschild.
Handheld vacuums and other
appliances can then be
Lay down a v : Y recharged hidden from view.
pretty waterproof % = . >> “Invest in matching bins,
Ca;hggvl\:i';)idtzfgah > & ] L containers or stackable clear
< drawers, then label them for an

as needed.
uncluttered look,” says Reich.
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