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Find your focal point for the room and design the other elements around it. Instead of hiding a
piece that may not match, showcase it as the heart of the living room. The centerpiece can be
inspiring, unifying all the components in the layout. In this serene space, vintage suitcases
provide extra storage while a mix of traditional and coastal décor enliven the room.
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B Simple Solutions

3 tips to stay organized in any
room of the house.

1. Designate a place for everything. When all of the
items you store in a room are assigned to a specific place,
you'll be more likely to keep everything where it belongs.
For example, if you know that games belong on a specific
shelf in the living room, that's where they'll stay.

2. Put things back where they belong. If you “borrow”
the afghan from the den to use in your living room, bring
it back to the den when you're finished using it. If you
have friends over for cocktails, wash the wine glasses and
tumblers and put them away that evening.

3. Corral clutter with a tray. There is nothing more
magical than a tray to lend sophistication to what would
otherwise be a jumbled mess. Those remote controls look
sloppy when left on a coffee table, but when they're on a
tray, they look aesthetically pleasing and stylish.

By BARBARA REICH

When | walk into a beautifully organized room, |
feel calm and peaceful. Being in a space that’s free
of clutter and visual noise allows me to relax in a
way that just isn't possible when there’s a mess. Yet,
for many, maintaining organization amidst the chaos
of everyday life is a challenge. If that describes you,
here are three tips you can use to keep your home
looking its best.
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@) For more information on professional organizer Barbara
Reich or her book, Secrets of an Organized Mom, visit
resourcefulconsultants.com.

Garnishing your living room does not require fancy colors or over-the-top ideas. Keep it
simple. To fuse everything together, use the coordinating fabrics on various furnishings.
In this Mediterranean-style living room, a fun Clarence House fabric is used on the chair
upholstery and sofa cushion. The rope sofa and nautical-inspired décor is classic y==
doesn't take itself too seriously.
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