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Controversy of the week

Veterans Affairs: Why is the system broken?

“In a warld of faux outrage,” said Kathleen Parker in The
Washington Post, “finally we have something abour
which to be scandalized.™ Officials running the
Vererans Affairs Department, the nation has learned,
iy have mn{uﬂf falafied records to cover up
long, deadly delays in VA hospitals. A backlog of
00000 veterans have been awaiting treatment for
more than four memths, and as many as 40 may
have died at one Phoenix VA hospital alone while
waiting for care. This scandal has caught President
Obama far-foored, as vsual, sand Michael Gerwon
in WashingtonPost.com. Obama—who pledzed

o reform the VA while running for president in
2008—rushed 10 assume his now-familiar role of
“outraged bystander™ to the dysfunction in his cemn administra-
riom, whike leaving VA head Eric Shinscki in has job. It%s the same
faux oumrage Obama expressed over the TRS and Benghazi fiascoes
and the meltdown of Obamacare’s Web porral. 'When the president
keeps insisting he had mo idea char his underdings were so iIncompe-
tent, 1% “more of a self-mdicement than a defense.™

The roots of the VA current problems “stretch back decades before
Obama ook the Owval Office,” said Jordain Carney and Stacy
Kaper m Mationallowrnal com, President Rennedy's decision to

use the toxic defoliant Agent Oranpe in Viemam stared a decades-
long health carastrophe for 1.5, trobps—aone thar floods the VA
with hundreds of thousands of claims 1o this day. The VA has been
broken for decades, bur every president since Richard Nixon has
failed ro ger it wruly fixed. Conservatives' hypocrisy on this ssue “is
truby something to behold,™ said Alec MacGillis in NewRepublic
o, These are the same people who launched disastrous wars in
Iraq and Afghamiscan, sending 2.3 million soldsers into harm's way

Only in America Good week for:

Shimgaki, Obamma;

Embarrassed

over a decade. With more than 970,000 of those soldiers
filing a disability claim, many of them for hard-o-verify
conditsons such as maumatic bram inunes and FISD,
the Bush-era wars overwhelmed the VA, You'd think
Republicans would “have enough self-awareness o
fEalst scofing polimcal posnts,”

Ohama has been president for six vears, so he

has no excuses, said Rich Lowry in Politico, com.
Indeed, he has spent much of his presidency try-
ing to convince Americans thar federal bureaw-
crats con delver health care moree efficientdy dhan
the free market, Now his own Veterans Affairs
Department—"an island of socialism in Amencan
health care™—is proving that government-run health care leads
inevitahly to long waits, corruption, and rationing of care. During
the Obamacare debate, liberals would often point to the VA as a
“good example of a single-payer, socialized health system,” said
J.D. Tuegille in Resson.com. Unfortunately for our veterans, it
turns out they were right.

Crbama’s crivics have a point, said Paul Waldman in Washirgfon
Post.coms. "If Democrars are going o argue that govemiment can
he a force for gnnd., their mass hasic rﬂp-untlhi[lrg.' i mo make
govemment work.” That said, there'’s an opportunity here tor
Obama. This scandal consists of conerete problems he doesnt
need congressional permission to fix., If Obama can make the VA
work, he could “redeem the Liberal vision of government.” As an
Iraq veteran with FTSD, I don't care abour the polinics, said Colby
Buzzell inn The MNeier Yookt Timaez, I'm just hoping dhar when [ or
my comrades go to a VA hospiral, we'll see a docror the same day.
After all we've given, “I don't think thar'd be asking a lot.™

Boring but important

® A South Caerolina pizza
dalivary rman has bean ar
rastad after allegediy speed-
ing thirgugh the streets with
flashing emergency lights in
order 1o maks his daliveries
faster. Thornaa Reid, a volun-
1 with 8 rescue sousd, was
busted after 8 911 call about a
mtorist waaring a Pizza Hut
shirl using emergency lights
and driving recklesshy.

® A Michigan schaol has

sent & fiyer home 1o par

aivis urging that they and
iheir children minimize the
"competitive ‘urge to win' at
the schools annual field day,
s0 &% nol to upset the other
studenta, “We believe all of
our students are winnera.” the
flyer said, Bennat Staph, &
parent of & student, said com-
petitions push kids to do thair
best. “What are we teaching
our students?” Staph said.
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Teanagers, who arc behaving better than any generation since
the 1950s, according to a new survey by the Centers for Discase
(:rm'rrq;ul., H;l-dﬂ_'!-'l'l,. [Eens hm-r |-e:|w|;.'| d.rug., almlml, and CREATETE s,
have fewer babies, and exercise more frequently.

Keaping it in the family, after prospec Conrad Gregor's first
herme ran of the season for the Houwton Asteos® Class & team

was capght by a familiar fan—his father, Marty. *He may have to
wiatch cvery game from out there,™ said the younger Gregor.,

Locavoras, aficr a Morwepian artist cooked and are the mear
from his own hip following an operation to replace it It tasted
like *wild sheep,™ said Alexander Selvik Wengshoel, 25

Bad week for:

Roughing it, with the news that some New York Ciry parents
are now paving professionals up to 51,000 to pack their kids’
summer camp trunks, and include comforts such as French-milled
soaps, 1,000-thread-count sheets, and scented candles,

Guesstimating, after France's national railway operator placed
a $20.5 billion order for 2,000 new traing, only to discover thar
the locomotives were too wide to fit hundreds of stations. France
must now spend 568 million o narrow train pladorms,
Ink-stained wretches, after Baltimore Sen reporter Michael
Drresser, who has worked there 38 years, was diagnosed with

a mewspring allergy, meaning he now has to wear gloves in the
office. *People have been more amused than sympathenc,”
Diresser said. “The irony just overwhelms anything clse,”

Obama's Cabinet reshuffle

Prasident Obama has nomi-
nated San Antonio Mayor
Julién Casiro 1o be his nesxt
howusing secratary, fusling
speculElion that the rising

sar could be in the running

10 be the Democrats’ vice-
presidential momines in 2016,
Announding tha frormination
ezt weaic, the prasidant cred-
ited Castro with “newitalizing
pne of our most wonderful cit-
iea” The 35-yaarobd Mexican-
Admer ican mayor was progoeliod
imto the political spotlight in
2012 whan he delivered &
rousing keynols addrass at the
Democratic National Comean-
tion, Cusrent Housing and
Urban Denvalopment Secratary
Shaun Donovan will bacoma
haad of the White Houss bud-
get office. “When you're good
at your job’ Obama sald of
Donowvan, “peaple shways vwant
Wil 1o o evan mone”



