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@ the gulde HOME

20

If you need under-bed storage,
choose clear boxes with pullout
drawers. They eliminate the
hassle of wrestling with large lids.

Wide under-bed drawer, $25,
containerstore.com.

“When dealing
with paper,
have as few
file categories
as possible.
Instead of creat-
ing a file for
each kind, like
PAID CABLE BILLS,
use broad cat-
egories, such
as simply PAID
BILLS. The more
streamlined sys-
tem will keep
your drawers
less crowded.”
—Barbara Reich,
New York City—
based organizer
and author of

Secrets of an
Organized Mom

PAINT THE TOPS
OF KEYS WITH
DIFFERENT
COLORS OF NAIL
POLISH TO SET
THEM APART ON
YOUR KEY RING
AND KEEP TRACK
OF WHICH LOCK
EACH OPENS.

23

Slide empty
toilet-paper
tubes around
rolls of gift wrap
to keep them
from unfurling.
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Spray-bottle cleaners can
get lost in a low cabinet.
A better bet: Pop in a
tension rod under the sink
and hang bottles from it.

30-34

APPS THAT
MAKE
ORGANIZING
A SNAP

30 | HALO TRACKR

Attach a quarter-size
button to commonly
misplaced items (like keys
or your passport) viaa
lanyard or adhesive and
you can quickly find

it with the phone app—
the button emits a sound.
It also works in reverse

to locate your phone (if
that’s what’s missing),
even if the phone is set to
silent. $25, thetrackr.com.

31| Cozl

Keep all family members
looped in to one calendar
and schedule that’s
accessible by cell phone or
computer. Add grocery
lists and to-do lists, too.
Free, Cozi.com. (Cozi is
owned by Time Inc.)

32 | KEY RING

Declutter your wallet by
uploading all discount and
loyalty cards to your
phone. (Scan or type in
the bar codes.) Cashiers
scan the bar codes from
your phone’s screen. Free,
keyringapp.com.

33 | UNROLL ME

Clear your in-box of junk
mail by checking off the
company correspondence
that you want to stop
receiving. You can have
the rest sent in one daily
digest. Free, unroll.me.

34 | REAL SIMPLE
CHECKLIST

Organize everything from
cleaning schedules to
finances using our preset
lists or by creating your
own. Free, itunes.com.

ITEMS TO
CONTAINONA
LAZY SUSAN

|35]
nail polish

|36]
medicine

|37]
condiments

|38
spices

IN THE LAUNDRY

ROOM, KEEP A

CLEAN-CLOTHES

BASKET FOR
EACH FAMILY
MEMBER. THAT
WAY, YOU CAN
SORT ITEMS
STRAIGHT OUT
OF THE DRYER.

“Iused to
constantly
forget to grab
my lunch on
the way out of
the house, so
I started placing
my car keys
on top of itin
the refrigerator.
Ican't get far
without my keys.
Now I employ
the same tech-
nique for other
items, setting
them on top of
my kids’ per-
mission slips,
my umbrella, or
my work bag
the night before.”

—Paula Berman,
professional
organizer based in
Los Altos, California

MAKE THE
MOST OF YOUR
KITCHEN
CABINET SPACE

40| Swap out
standard lower
shelves for pullout
ones. They’ll allow
you to use the
space all the way
at the back of the
cabinet without
straining to reach
items.

41| Add cabinet
risers where you
store tabletop
items so that you
can stash dinner
plates above salad
plates on the
same shelf.

42| Install vertical
dividers every six
inches within a
high shelfless
cabinet to keep
baking sheets,
cooling racks, and
pot lids from
piling onto one
another.

ROLL (DON’T
FOLD) TO

SAVE SPACE

45| jeans

46| T-shirts

47| socks and tights
42| swimsuits



