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De-Clutterv—Life

The Techie
Clutterer

SYMPTOMS

Drawers, cabinets, and desk weighed
down by a metastasizing tangle of cords,
chargers, remotes, and half-full USB
drives, many belonging to clunky devices
dating to the *90s.

PERPETRATORS

Twenty- and 30-something Apple devotees;
eBay enthusiasts; grandparents terrified to
pitch the cord that connects their digital
camera to their computer.

: car charger); TRAVEL

¢ flash drives, a wireleg

The key to eliminating
tangles of techie clutter? Labels,
labels, labels, says Walsh.

: WALSH’S THREE-STEP PLAN

i 5 1. Banish boxes. “There wasa

: time when you could sell used electronics,
: so it made sense to keep the original

: packaging,” says Walsh. Unfortunately,

: “no one wants your old gadgets anymore.
: Technology moves too fast.” He

: recommends recycling an item’s box within
¢ amonth of purchase and donating old

. devices to a women’s shelter. (When you
: move, pack your electronics in bubble
wrap—or better yet, a towel.)

. 5 2. Label all wires. Witha

: label maker or small piece of masking tape,
. differentiate camera cords from

¢ BlackBerry chargers; note contents of all
: minidrives. If you're feeling ambitious,

¢ corral wires into a “charging station” to

¢ eliminate the nightly game of hide-and-

: seek with your phone cord.

© 5 3. Store smartly. Walsh suggests
: labeling four shoebox-size containers
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Jeepers Keepers! What have professional organizers foun

(g

A collection of a
hundreds of broom

handles

e A joint left
More than 1,000 > over from the A yellow plastic tooth
containers of lip gloss 19608 filled with baby teeth

Before

&— An unopened bottle

& The skeleton
of a pet turtle

of penicillin that had
expired in 1954

A yellow plastic tooth
filled with baby teeth

and grade school report cards belonging to fully grown
offspring—wrongly assuming said offspring will
someday want them; stores acres of unsorted boxes of
deceased relatives’ clothing, tchotchkes, and war
memorabilia in attic, basement, and closets.
PERPETRATORS

Besotted parents; empty nesters; women of a certain age
who have suffered loss and/or who feel a responsibility to
preserve family heirlooms and history.

WALSH’S THREE-STEP PLAN

» 1. Establish a hierarchy of value. ~you
must distinguish between your grandfather’s World War 11
medals and the box of receipts he used to support his tax
claims in 1982, says Walsh. In other words, distill ten boxes
of family mementos down to one containing only the most
meaningful items. Having a hard time parting with your
great-grandmother’s musty aprons? “Remember, no one
who loved you and wanted what’s best for you would want
your life and home overrun with their stuff” says Walsh.

» 2. Start a family history wall. Wash

suggests framing a few old photos alongside shadowboxes
containing your mother’s favorite ceramic piece or her
beloved recipe cards—the things that most reming
her or “make your heart sing when you look at the

Courtesy

Yahoo! e-mail account, removes
your address from most mailing
lists in one step. To deal with the
messages you already have, though,
remember to sort your e-mail
weekly. As you click through each
item, decide immediately if it
should be archived, deleted, or
replied to. File missives requiring a
thoughtful answer in a separate
folder until you have time to
respond; if you're unsure which
action to take, move the message to
a way-station folder and revisit it
during the next sort.

Step 2
© Make the most of your apps.
Half of adult cell phone users have
multiple apps on their devices, but
of that group, 51 percent use only a
handful of them more than once a
week. Dump those you haven't
opened for several days, and make
sure the ones you keep are
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launching this spring, frees you
from having to rack your brain for
the pesky log-ins you use online.
Unlike other password managers,
which must be downloaded to each
device you use to access your
favorite Web sites and accounts,
OnelD provides a single digital ID
that’s automatically recognized on
all your devices—no passwords
necessary. —Amanda Angel
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