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D = COl’atiIlg For designer Janna

Lufkin of rawmaterialSdlesign.com, decorating and
organizing go hand in hand, even at the holidays.
“Try to make a few simple, functional ideas work
from room to room, from mantel to table,” she says.
Try her tips for decking your halls, stress-free.

BE REALISTIC If you travel over the holidays,
match your decorating efforts to the amount of time
you’ll be home to enjoy them. Focus on key areas
such as the front door and mantel; let the rest go.

DISPLAY YOUR PRESENTS Stacked on
bookshelves, a mantel, or a chair, beautifully
wrapped gifts become part of your holiday decor.

INSIST ON VERSATILITY Don’t buy a lot of
Christmas-only decorations. Instead, go for
accessories that can be tweaked to look festive in
different seasons, such as large glass vases, below.

STORE KIDS’ STUFF SEPARATELY Designate

a box for each child’s most prized holiday
keepsakes, rather than packing them away with
the rest of your holiday decor. That way, it’s easy
to find them whenever you like, and they’re ready
to be passed on when the time comes.

MANAGE YOUR LIGHTS Store dark green
extension cords with your holiday lights, not with
your other extension cords. And never put away a
strand that doesn’t work.

ORGANIZE ORNAMENTS The ideal ornament
storage system: plastic drawer units lined with
tissue paper. They stack nicely, and you can bring
one drawer at a time to the tree. Lack of dividers
means you can fit different shapes of ornaments,
and more of them, in the same drawer.

TRIM EFFICIENTLY If your tree sits in a corner,
don’t worry about decorating the back. And when
you take down the tree, separate out ornaments you
want to donate and do so right away. Storing only the
keepers will streamline next year’s decorating.

Fillacylinder with.
gourds and pears for

fall, then faux snovfr
and a candle for
winter holidays.

Time management

Having a happy, fulfilling '6liday starts with
realizing you can’t do it all, organizing expert Aby
Garvey says. Butyou can do the important things.
These tips, adapted from her holiday workshop at
simplify101.com, show you the way:

SET YOUR PRIORITIES Before you launch into
holiday planning, ask yourself: What do | love most?
What do | dread? This exercise will help you decide
what belongs on your to-do list and what needs to
be simplified or deleted altogether.

MAKE FAMILY TIME
If quality time is a
priority, put it on the
calendar just like

you would any other
important activity.
Pick an evening to
munch cookies, sip
cocoa, and watch a
favorite holiday film. |

PUTITIN
WRITING

Jot down your
personal holiday mission statement and post it in
a prominent spot. “Mine is the joy is in the journey,
which reminds me not to wait until everything is
checked off my list to start enjoying myself.”

JUST SAY NO Don’t get caught in the trap of

doing something just because it’s what you’ve always
done. Only commit to activities that really matter
to you and your family. You'll enjoy a little breathing
room in your schedule and free up time for making
new traditions.

SHARE THE LOAD With your priorities set,
compile a master to-do list that covers these
categories: gift giving and wrapping; cards; cooking
and baking; entertaining; religious celebrations;
cleaning; and decorating. Set a deadline for each
task, ask family members how they can help, and then
delegate like crazy!

HOLD YOUR CARDS Defer sending greetings until
another holiday such as New Year’s or Valentine’s
Day, when both you and your recipients have more
time to enjoy the sentiment.

KEEP IT CLEAN Before you open gifts, give
everybody a bin for their loot and have bags for
recycling and trash nearby. Cleaning as you go keeps
the environment neat and relaxing and makes tidying
for guests a snap.
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“When
you feel
overwhelmed,

remember
that both the

‘holiday spirit

and seasonal
stress are
infectious:
Your family
takes cues
from you. If
you can relax
and enjoy
yourself, they
will, toe.”

Barbara Reich,
e

anizer:
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